GUJARAT POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

REGIONALOFFICE, Mehsang —

Clo: Plot No. H-3/A, GIDC, Phase-I, Modhera Road, Mehsana. )
’ Sl B

Website : www.gpcb.gov.in N

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEEDINGS

!t is hereby informed that as per the Ministry of Environment and F orests, Government of India, New‘Deihi vide . -
its notification no. S. O. 1533 dated 14/09/2006, Public Hearing was fixed for the following project covered
under Category A, M/s Indian Oil Corporation Ltd has proposed to carry out “Proposed On Shore Oil & Gas

Exploration (Exploratory Drilling) Cambay Basin, Block CB-ONN-2005/2” at Taluka: Bechraji, Dist: Mahesana
as mentioned in their request application. : :

A copy of the draft Environment Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in English and
Gujarati were circulated to the following authorities/offices to make available the draft EIA Report for the
inspection to the public during normal office hours, till the Public Hearing is over: :

1. The District Magistrate and Collector Office, Mahesana

2. District Development Office, Mahesana

3. District Industries Centre office, Mahesana : ' :

4 The Chief Conservator of Forests, Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt. Of India,

Regional Office (West Zone), Kendriya Paryavaran Bhavan, E - 5, Area Colony, Link Road — -
3, Ravishankar Colony, BHOPAL - 465 016 : ,

Mahesana Nagar Palika, Mahesana S

6. Regional Office, Gujarat Pollution Control Board, Mahesana

b

Other concerned persons having plausible stake in the environmental aspects were requested to

~ send their response in writing to the concerned regulatory authorities. They were requested to send their

comments to the regulatory: authorities as under:
Central Government in Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi = 110 003 as the matter falls under Category A of Schedule of the aforesaid notification.

The Public Hearing was scheduled on date 29/01/2011 at 11 :00 hours at Poonam Party Plot, Vill:
Hansalpur, Bechraji — Viramgam Road, Near Essar Petrol Pump; Bechraji, Dist:-Mahesana.

- An advertisement in English was published in “The Times of India” dated 29/12/2010 and in Gujarati
- in “Gujarat Samachar” dated 29/12/2010.

Shri R, K. Patel, Additional District Collector, Mahesana sup'ervised and presided over the entire

~public hearing process.

A statement showing participants present during the Public Hearing is enclosed herewith as Annexure A.

A statement showing salient points highlighting issues raised by the participants and responded by the ,
representative of the applicant during the Public Hearing in English and Gujarati Languages is enclosed
herewith as Annexure B and B1.The copies of responses received in writing from other persons having
plausible stake in environmental aspects and the replies by the applicants to the same are enclosed

herew i ’ R

- K.R.Upadhyay A : R. tel

Regional Officer, GPCB Mahesana Ad itional District Collector
Representative of : Mahesana
‘Member Secretary GPCB '

Venue: Bechraji
District: Mahesana
Date: 29.01.2011.

Encl: 1. Annexures A, B, Bl and C as above. 2. ~Video CD of Public Hea’ring;
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ANNEXURE - B




ANNEXURE - B (ENGLISH)

As per the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi vide its
notification no. S. O. 1533 dated 14/09/2006, Public Hearing is fixed for the following
project covered under Category A, M/s Indian Oil Corporation Ltd has proposed to set
up “Proposed On Shore Oil & Gas Exploration (Exploratory Drilling) Cambay Basin,
Block CB-ONN-2005/2” at Taluka: Bechraji, Dist: Mehsana.

Shri K.R. Upadhyay, Regional Officer, and representative of Member-Secretary, GPCB
welcomed all present in the Public Hearing and mentioned the advertisement regarding the
same was given in the local dailies. He also mentioned that after the presentation was over,
the forum would be open to the concerns of the locally affected people of the area. He then
opened the Public Hearing after due permission from the Additional District Collector. He
invited the Project Proponent to begin their presentation.

A representative of the project proponent first outlined the basic details of the Project and he

gave technical details of the project and proposed environmental measures.

After the presentation, Shri K.R. Upadhyay opened the forum for representations from the
locally affected people with due permission of Additional District Collector.

' The statement showing issues raised by the participants and responded by the
representative of the applicant during Public Hearing are as under:

price?

taken on short term
lease or rent.
purchase price for long
term requirement  will
be fixed in consultation
with the land owners

Land |

Issue Raised Reply given by the Remarks
No. ‘ representative of the
project proponent
1. | Additional District Collector (ADC) :
Will the land required for lease | Rent and crop | The ADC asked the
or purchase by the Company | compensation will be Company to base the crop
based on market price or fair paid for land to be compensation on

maximum yields for the
Taluka . from Agriculture
Department and market
price from APMC.

What arrangement has the
Company made to compensate
loss of crops and/or fencing as
part of the survey?

‘Compensation will be

made against the loss
incurred, . in
consultation with the
respective land owners.




Sr.
No.

Issue Raised

Reply given by the
representative of the
project proponent

Remarks

How will the drilling waste be
processed and disposed?

Drill cuttings and waste
drilling mud is a major
waste to be generated.
As water based mud
will be used, the waste
will have minimal
effect on land or ground
water and will be tested
and disposed as per
applicable GPCB
Norms

What arrangement haé the
Company made for the local

Local employment will
be provided based on

employment? applicable norms of
Gujarat = Government
and the Company’s
requirement for the
project. - ‘
What will the Company do for | IOCL will undertake | The ADC  asked the
socio economic development of | community Company to allocate a
the affected villages? development based on | fixed percentage of the
the Company’s | proposed investment for
community activities under Corporate
development Social Responsibility
programme and | (CSR)
development needs of
B the area
How will the Company | Drill sites will be

compensate against loss due to
accidents?

located preferably away
from human habitation,
thereby reducing the
risk of loss due to
accidents.

Understand that no land
acquisition will be done by the
Company and will take land for
short term lease at market price.
In that case, at what price will
the Company carry out its land
purchase needs?

Land will be purchased
at market price and in
consultation with the
land owners.
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Sr.

Issue Raised

Reply given by the

Remarks

No. representative of the
project proponent

Will  the Company provide | IOCL will work with

necessary  cooperation  for | the Government for

building check dams, for the
welfare of the local people?

welfare of the local
people and commits to
engage in such
activities.

What are the ecologically
sensitivities identified in this
area in the EIA studies?

IOCL recognizes the
concerns of the public
and accepts the mistake
of the statement in the
EIA that the “area is not
ecologically sensitive”
and will incorporate the
local ecological
concerns expressed in
the public hearing, as
part of the Final EIA
report.

Shri Lalji Bhai Desai has
commented that the

insufficient information is

represenfed in the EIA
report on the ecological
concerns. This is due to the

fact that, the area faces

serious ecological
problems of desertification

and salinity ingress (both |

into land and ground
water), which should be

What will the company do to
ensure that the possibility of oil
getting into water in the nearby
tubewells is- eliminated? What
compensation will the company
pay if the nearby tubewells get
contaminated with oil from the
drilled oil/gas wells?

Care will be taken in
Casing and cementing
of oil wells, which will

ensure that the
possibility  of  oil
contamination in

nearby = borewells is
eliminated. In case such
an incident still

happens, IOCL will
take the responsibility
and compensate

associated loss for the
local communities

included in the EIA report

il



Issue Raised

" Reply given by the |

"Remarks
Ne. representative of the
: project proponent
2. | Joitaram Ishwardas Patel

Village — Sapawada

What effect will the exploration
have on the local flora and
fauna?

Having taken care of
the wastes  and
emissions from drilling,
the  exploration s
unlikely to affect the
local flora and fauna.

How much plantation will the

Company undertake and will it-

be restricted to this area?

Possibility of carrying
out plantation during
the exploratory drilling
phase is very low, as
this will be a short term
activity involving land
lease on a short term
basis.

The Company commits
to carry out plantation
as part of its long term
development as per the
required norms and will
put in efforts to carry
out  plantation " in
adjacent lands as part of
community
development
programme.

How will the Company protect
the surrounding communities
from gas that will be released

during exploration

‘Drill  sites will be

located preferably away
from human habitation,
thereby reducing the
risk of loss due to
accidents.

What will be the level of

| employment? Will you be able

to employ people from this area
or also from nearby Talukas

Local employment will
be provided based on
applicable norms of
Gujarat ~ Government
and the Company’s
requirement for the
project. '
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Sr.
No.

Issue Raised

Reply given by the
representative of the
project proponent

Remarks

What has the Company thought
about remediating
contamination of ground water
due to exploration?

Pressure control and -
use of casing will
prevent any
contamination of
ground water.

’ Comment -

The Company has not conveyed
things clearly

| The Company should think of

| purpose rather than disposing it.

Suggestion :-

engaging local people in putting
in the drilling waste for useful

B. G. Patel
Dy Commissioner, Dist.
Industries Centre, Mahesana

Requested IOCL to provide
local employment as per the
Government norms of 85 % for
skilled and unskilled and 60%
for supervisory people.

Local employment will
be provided based on
applicable norms of
Gujarat  Government
and the Company’s
requirement for the
project.

The Compensation should be paid
Directly to farmers by the
company and not through
middleman. :

1.0.C.L assured that the |
compensation will be
paid directly to the

farmers by the company.

Prajapati Keshabhai Khodabhai
Vill: Adivada

| farming?

How will the farmers use the
land after drilling, as the land
will then not be suitable for

Top soil will be
removed, stored before
drilling and placed back
to restore the land after
completion of drilling.
This will ensure that the
land continues to be
suitable for farming
after drilling
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Will the company arrange for
insurance against life/property
loss due to any major accidents?

The Company does
make such arrangement
under the  Public
Liability Insurance.

We doubt that, the water level in
our bore wells goes down due to
drilling of oil and gas wells in
this area

As the diameter of the
wells that will be
drilled, will be small
(around 24”) and the
integrity of the casing
will be maintained, it is
unlikely that the water
level in the nearby bore
wells gets lowered.

Comment;:

The land owners should get a
good price for their land as we
have experienced, the possibility
of farming the land for crops
becomes low, once drilling is
carried out on the land and the
earth removed from the well is
- spread over the land.

Shri. K.R. Upadhyay, GPCB Regional Ofﬁcer

What measures will the
Company take to ensure that the
air emissions and noise from
vehicular movement, generators
does not disturb the local flora
and fauna?

IOCL will ensure that
the vehicles to be used
for the project will have
valid PUC certificates,
dust sprinkling will be
done on all earthen
roads used for the
project and restricting
vehicular movement
during the day.

Besides, the generators
that will be used will be
as per the applicable
norms  which  will

generate minimal
pollutants, noise
emissions

‘4




At what places and where will
plantation be carried out by
IOCL?

As exploratory drilling
will be undertaken for a
short period of time and
on short term leased
land, plantation will not
be possible in this
stage. However,
plantation as per the
applicable government
norms will be
undertaken at project
sites, once oil/gas is
discovered and further
development happens.

IOCL will also put in
efforts to  promote

| social plantation as part

of community
development activities

What will be the effect on
groundwater and how will it be
remediated = if it get’s
contaminated?

Pressure control and
integrity of casing will
prevent any
contamination of
ground water.

Care will be taken in
Casing and cementing
of oil wells, which will

ensure that the
possibility  of il
contamination in

nearby borewells is
eliminated. In case such
an incident still
happens, IOCL will
take the responsibility
and compensate
associated loss for the
local communities
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During the EIA studies, in
which  villages, at which

| locations, in whose presence and

how many ambient air and
ground water samples have been
taken? In how many villages

{and at which locations HVS

machines were placed for
ambient air monitoring? Have
these machines been calibrated?

IOCL provided this
information as per EIA
report. Location details
of 3 ambient air
(Delvada, Endla,
Ambala) and 2
groundwater ~ samples
(Adivada, Haripura)
monitoring was laso
provided. However,
specific location details
were not provided as a
local monitoring
agency called Kadam
Environmental
Consultants was hired
for monitoring and
these details will be
provided in the final
EIA report.

cannot be less than 2000

Shri.  Laljibhai  Desai
(NGO) commented on this
subject that, as' per his
experience and information
— the TDS of ground water
from  Adivada village

mg/l as. mentioned in the
EIA report

Where will the company take
water for drilling and whether it
will use tubewells or not for its
requirement?

As per groundwater availability,
is this area over-exploited or
not?

IOCL has assured that

water will not be-

sourced from a location
which can impact the
water usage of local
communities

negatively. It will keep
in mind the concerns of
local people before
selecting  sourcing
location for meeting
project’s -~ water
requirements.

Efforts of the
government in Water
conservation will be
promoted,

Shri Prajapatibhai
commented on this subject
that conipanies source their
water using contractors and
also raised a concern that
the companies should not
use water from the check
dam  built under joint
community partnership

\G‘




Which all chemicals will be
used in drilling? Provide name
of these chemicals and
possibility of toxicity and heavy
metals in it. How will these
chemicals affect the local
communities and the
environment? How will the
company ensure that use of such

| chemicals that can affect the

local communities in any way,
will not be done?

Information on the

‘chemicals that will be

used and their potential

was provided. Barytes |

and Bentonite along
with lignosulphate will
be used. Barytes will be
tested for heavy metals
such as Cadmium,
Mercure ~ etc., . The
company assured that
the company would
share with the local
communities, the
monitoring information
during usage of these
chemicals.

Socio-economic information
such as literacy, employment

collected during the EIA study

was asked

As this EIA was for
exploratory stage, the
socio-economic
information was based
on the census data, and
was authenticated
through discussions
with the local
communities from these
villages. The company
assured of including the
records/data-sheets of
these discussions in the
final EIA report, as
specific details relating
this could not provided
during the  Public
Hearing.

The ADC asked the
company to give socio-
economic information of
affected villages.

Shri.  Laljibhai  Desai

;(NGO) informed that the

socio-economic

' information presented in

the EIA was not based on
primary surveys but based
on only secondary data.
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Laljibhai Desai
NGO; Village — Mela

Shri Laljibhai Desai commented
that Public Hearing should not
happen without preparation. He
also commented that the
company’s policies  on
compensation, investment on
CSR and employment should be
openly publicized so that the
project gains free -and prior

-| informed consent from the local

communities during the Public
Hearing.

He also informed that this area
falls under dark zone with
respect to groundwater
availability and commented on
backlog of the EIA on this

aspect. :

Shri: Rambhai Patel
Vill: Adivada

He shared his experience that
companies neither restore the

-land after drilling, nor take of

the landowners and therefore
they should receive a specified
amount of compensation from
the company, through the
government process. "

The company assured
that after carrying out
drilling, it will carry out
restoration of the land
in the  minimum
possible time,

Shri. Vishnubhai Desai
Vill: Adivada

He share his experience saying.

that companies neither restore
the land nor dispose properly the
wastes generated from drilling

The company  assured
that after carrying out
drilling, it will carry out
restoration of the land
in the minimum
possible time,

Among the public hearing participants Joitarambhai patel, Keshubhai prajapati, Laljibhai
Desai expressed their doubt over the information provided and uncertainty in company’s
‘‘‘‘‘‘ : . policies and demanded that the public hearing to be re-organised.



. The Additional District Collector towards the end, informed that the company should

increase certainty of information on several aspects and should make strong arrangements to
address the concerns of the local people.

The Public Hearing was then concluded with thanks to the Chair.

z

K.R.Upadhyay | | | R.K, Pitel

Regional Officer, GPCB Mahesana & Additional District Collector
Representative of , District - Mahesana
Member Secretary GPCB ‘

Date: 29.01.2011.
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