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PUTIN PRAISES ‘MAKE IN INDIA’, SAYS RUSSIA
SHOULD EMULATE INITIATIVE FOR ITS CARS 

IAF CHIEF V R CHAUDHARI SAYS C-295 AIRCRAFT 
ORDER MAY GO BEYOND ORIGINAL 56 

Pune: The CBI on Wednes-
day submitted its final re-
port to a special court in
Pune in the murder of  Na-
rendra Dabholkar, recom-
mending discharge of  three
accused — Amol Kale, Ra-
kesh Bangera and Amit Dig-
wekar — claiming that it
could not find any “prosecut-
able evidence” against
them.

The veteran rationalist
was murdered by bike-
borne assailants on August
20, 2013, while out on a morn-
ing walk in Pune. The probe
agency had arrested the
three accused in September
2018. However, a Pune court
had granted them default
bail three months later after
the CBI’s failure to file a
chargesheet within 90 days
of  their arrest.

The trio is also among the
accused in the Gauri Lank-
esh murder case, while Kale
and Digwekar are accused in
the murder of  veteran Com-
munist leader Govind Pan-
sare in Kolhapur on Febru-
ary 20, 2015.

All three men are cur-
rently lodged in a Bengalu-
ru jail.

The final report, signed
by CBI’s deputy SP Vikas Ku-

mar Meena and counter-
signed by DIG Sadanand
Date, urged the court to allow
the probe agency to close fur-
ther investigation in the case.
If  new evidence came to light,
the CBI would conduct fur-
ther probe with the permis-
sion of  the court, it stated.

The examination of  Sa-
rang Akolkar and Vinay Pa-
war, both absconding and
initially identified as the
shooters, was necessary to
unearth the larger conspir-
acy in the case, the report
further stated, adding that
the probe agency was trying
to trace them.

Special public prosecu-
tor Prakash Suryavanshi al-
so filed a pursis (written
statement) on behalf  of  the
CBI, informing the court

about the closure of  evi-
dence against “key conspir-
ator” Virendrasinh Tawde,
alleged shooters Sachin An-
dure and Sharad Kalaskar,
and two others, who had
faced trial in the case.

Special judge P P Jadhav
asked the defence lawyers to
file their written response
on CBI’s final report by Sep-
tember 18, the next date of
hearing.

The alleged involve-
ment of  Kale, Bangera and
Digwekar in the Dabholkar
case came to the fore dur-
ing Karnataka SIT’s probe
into the murder of  Benga-
luru journalist Gauri
Lankesh on September 5,
2017, and the Maharashtra
ATS probe into Nalasopara
arms haul case.

Cites Lack Of
‘Prosecutable

Evidence’

CBI seeks discharge
of 3 in Dabholkar case

CHARGES FILED AGAINST FIVE OTHERS
AUG 20, 2013, 7.15AM | Rationalist 
Narendra Dabholkar is shot dead by 
two bike-borne assailants while on 
a morning walk in Pune

2016-19 | CBI arrests ‘key conspira-
tor’ Virendrasinh Tawde; alleged 
shooters Sachin Andure and Sharad 
Kalaskar; Vikram Bhave, accused of 

assisting the 
shooters, and 
Mumbai law-
yer Sanjeev 

Punalekar, ac-
cused of help-

ing destroy the 
firearms and ve-

hicle used in crime
 Bhave and 
Punalekar 

are out on 
bail

3 CHARGESHEETS 
FILED

 CBI filed first 
chargesheet in the case 
against Tawde on Sept 6, 
2016, followed by a 
second chargesheet 
against Andure and 
Kalaskar on Feb 13, 2019, 
and the third against 
Bhave and Punalekar on 
Nov 20, 2019

 On Sept 3, 2021, Pune 
court frames charges 
against the five accused, 
signalling beginning of 
the trial

 CBI has now sought to 
end the probe with its 
final report filed on 
Wednesday

Asseem Shaikh & 
Vishwas Kothari TNN

Bhopal: Five persons were
shot dead and six seriously in-
jured in a gunfight over cattle
grazing in MP’s Datia on
Wednesday morning. The dead
include three members of  the
same family. Two of  the in-
jured are in critical condition.

Datia is the constituency
of  Madhya Pradesh home
minister Narottam Mishra.

Police identified those
killed as Prakash Dangi, 65,
his son Surendra, 35, broth-
er Ramnaresh, 50, and Ra-
jendra Pal and Raghavendra
Pal. They all died on the
spot. Videos of  the after-

math show bullet-riddled
bodies sprawled on a dirt
track in between two fields.
The gunbattle happened on
the outskirts of  the district
headquarters. 

The dispute had been
simmering for three days
and reached boiling point
on Wednesday when the two
sides confronted each other,
guns drawn, at a meeting
called to settle the quarrel.

Datia SP Pradeep Sharma
told TOI that five persons in-
volved in the case have been
arrested and police are look-
ing for others. “Two licensed
rifles and two illegal weap-
ons were used, as per the cur-

rent information, but we are
still verifying the facts,” he
said.

The dispute was between
the Pal and Dangi communi-
ties over cattle intrusion. Pra-
kash Dangi, a resident of  Ren-
da village, confronted Pritam
Pal about cattle trespassing
into his rice fields. Both of
them filed complaints at the
Civil Lines police station.

Villagers tried to ease
the conflict but it continued
to escalate. 

The elders called a peace
meeting on Wednesday
morning but both parties
showed up with firearms
and other weapons. During

the discussions, tempers
flared up yet again and the
hair-trigger tension erupt-
ed in a gunfight.

Locals say that the shots
echoed through the village
for half  an hour, while by-
standers ran for their lives.

When the guns fell silent,
locals went back to the scene
and found blood-splattered
bodies, and survivors scream-
ing in pain. Police arrived,
cordoned off  the site and 
took the injured to hospital.

The village is bristling
with armed cops. Check-
points have been set up on 
all roads. Both communities
are in shock and mourning. 

5 dead in fight over MP grazing ground
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kozhikode: A 24-year-old healthcare work-
er at a private hospital in Kerala’s Kozhi-
kode district tested positive for Nipah fever
on Wednesday, a day after four people, in-
cluding two who have since passed away,
were confirmed to be infected with the vi-
rus. The health worker’s samples were test-
ed at National Institute of  Virology, Pune,
according to health minister Veena George.

A meeting chaired by CM Pinarayi Vi-
jayan in Thiruvananthapuram instructed
the Kozhikode district collector to prevent
crowding in public places. All public events in
the district will be suspended until Septem-
ber 24, and masks have been made mandatory.

Police and local authorities have begun
implementing containment zones in desig-
nated wards of  nine panchayats, imposing
travel restrictions and setting up barricades.
The number of  containment zones increased
from 43 to 58 on Wednesday.

The latest case brings the total number of
Nipah patients undergoing treatment in the
district to three, with the other two being the
nine-year-old son and 25-year-old brother-in-
law of  Mohammedali (47), the index case,
who passed away on August 30. The number
of  contacts traced by the health department
has risen to 789. According to officials, the
male healthcare worker had contact with Mo-
hammedali while the latter sought treatment
at the private hospital. 

Health worker in Kerala
tests +ve for Nipah; 789

on contact list
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Cabinet on
Wednesday pegged the cost
of  75 lakh additional free
LPG connections, to be given
to poor households under the
Ujjwala scheme by 2025-26, at
Rs 1,650 crore. 

The additional connec-
tions were announced by the
government on August 29
along with a Rs 200 cut in the
price of  LPG refills. 

The approval of  the finan-
cial implication clears the
way for the roll out.

An official statement said
without continuation of  the
scheme, eligible poor house-
holds may not have been able
to get their due benefit. As on
August 31, there’s demand for
15 lakh Ujjwala connections. 

The price of  a connection
with one 5-kg refill has been
set at Rs 1,300. TNN

Ujjwala plan
extended for 3 yrs,

to cost govt ̀̀ 1,650cr

Meerut/Lucknow: The in-
come-tax department
searched on Wednesday more
than 30 premises of  senior SP
leader Azam Khan and his as-
sociates in UP and Madhya
Pradesh in connection with
tax evasion allegations
against them, report 
Sandeep Rai & Pathikrit Chak-
raborty.

The searches were con-
ducted in five UP districts —
Rampur, Meerut, Sitapur,
Ghaziabad and Lucknow —
and in Madhya Pradesh’s Vid-
isha district.

The searches were still on
at the time this report was fil-
ed.

Sources said the searches
came after the department
scrutinised and found several
discrepancies in the affidavit
submitted by Azam Khan and
his family to the Election
Commission before the 2022
UP elections. TNN

I-T searches over
30 premises tied
to Azam, aides in

UP and MP 
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