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COPS MAY INVOKE
UAPA IN BAJRANG
DAL WORKER’S
MURDER CASE
BENGALURU: Karnataka police

have invoked provisions of the
stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) against the 10
people accused in the murder of
Bajrang dal activist Harsha Jingade, 26, two senior officers familiar with the probe said on Monday.
“We have put UAPA on them,” said
the first official, requesting anonymity.
Harsha was stabbed on February 20 in Bharti Nagar locality of
Shivamogga.The second official
cited above said that the murder
was committed in a way to instil
fear in society, which warrants the
stringent sections of the law.
BJP MP from Udupi-Chikmagalur and union minister of state for
agriculture and farmers welfare
Shobha Karandlaje had indicated
on Saturday that the case could be
handed over to the central agency
within a week. Police have named
10 people, all Muslims, as
accused.“There is no requirement
for organised crime to take place
(for UAPA to be invoked). If there
is a crime, that is brutal enough,
you can book the accused under
UAPA,” said a third official. HTC
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An all-women bench
to hear proceedings in
Kerala HC for first time
HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: A bench comprising
only women judges will hear a
case in the Kerala high court on
Tuesday, states a report by
online portal LiveLaw. This is
the first time in the history of the
Kerala high court that a full
bench comprising only women
judges has been constituted.Incidentally, the day coincides with
the International Women’s Day.
The cause list shows justices
Anu Sivaraman, V Shircy and M
R Anitha as members of the
women’s only full bench.
The full bench will be adjudicating upon a review petition
filed by the state government
seeking reconsideration of the
previous order of another full
bench quashing the contribution
of the Guruvayur Devaswom
Fund to the Government’s Disaster Relief Fund.
In 2020, a full bench comprising justices A Hariprasad, Anu
Sivaraman and MR Anitha had

held that the Guruvayoor Devaswom Managing Committee has
no authority to contribute from
the Devaswom Funds to Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund
or to any other governmental
agency.
The court had then observed
that all the properties, including
movable and immovable properties and money, dedicated to or
endowed in the name of Lord
Guruvayurappan or any property acquired in any manner by
Guruvayur Devaswom will vest
in the idol of Lord Guruvayurappan, consecrated in Sree Krishna
temple.
The court was answering a
reference from the division
bench if the Guruvayoor Temple
managing committee can make
donations for non-religious purposes, before the chief justice for
consideration by a larger bench.
Justice Shircy was reinstated following the retirement of justice
Hariprasad, who was earlier a
member of the full bench which
considered the petition.
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UNPAID CLAIMS
FOR NATURAL
DISASTERS AT
OVER ₹1,705 CR
NEW DELHI: Insurance Regula-

tory and Development Authority
of India’s annual report says that
outstanding claims for natural disasters in 2020 and 2021 amount to
₹1,705.52 crore . These include
insurance claims for super
cyclone, Amphan; severe cyclone,
Nisarga; very severe cyclone Nivar;
floods in Maharashtra, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, and other states.
As per the report, total claims
for natural disasters during the
period were worth ₹2,559.10
crore, of which 29.72% claims
worth ₹760.68 crore were settled.
“In case of a major calamities,
IRDAI issues instructions to
insurers to expedite the processes
for receiving, verifying and settling
claims, and simplify documentation. Disposal is monitored daily
by the head office of the insurers
and weekly by IRDAI. Majority of
claims get settled early, a few large
claims remain pending as insurers
have to wait for the process to be
completed to assess the amount,”
said Subhash Chandra Khuntia,
former chairperson of IRDAI. HTC

13

