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Jammu & Kashmir Reservation
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 — that
were taken up for consideration
and passing on Tuesday. The
bills were introduced in Parlia-
ment on July 26 but were not
taken up for discussion. 

During the debate, Ray said
BJP’s move to effectively abrogate
Article 370 in 2019 was a political 
statement. 

“They abrogated Article 370
just to fulfil the BJP promise: ‘Ek 
Pradhan, Ek Nishan, Ek Vidhan’ 
(one PM, one flag and one Consti-
tution). This was the slogan at the
time of Syama Prasad (Mooker-
jee), this is not for the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, as this was a
political statement and was his slo-
gan,” Ray said. 

The TMC leader added urgent
attention should be given to hold-
ing elections in Jammu and Kash-
mir, not making any other 
changes, referring to the two bills.

The J&K reservation bill seeks
to provide reservation in jobs and
admission in professional institu-
tions to scheduled castes, sched-
uled tribes, and other socially and
educationally backward classes. 
The J&K reorganisation bill pro-
vides for the reorganisation of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and 
Kashmir into the Union Territories
of Jammu and Kashmir (with an 
elected legislature) and Ladakh 
(without an elected legislature). 
The bill seeks to increase total 
number of seats to 90 from 83 in 
J&K assembly – a number fixed by
the delimitation commission ear-
lier this year. It also reserves seven
seats for scheduled castes and nine
for scheduled tribes. 

During the debate, a number of
Opposition leaders pushed for a 
time frame to hold elections in the
Union territory.

Congress leader Manish Tewari
and the Nationalist Congress 
Party’s Supriya Sule were among 
those asked the Centre when the 
elections will be held and when 
statehood will be restored in the 
Union territory.

Former J&K chief minister
Farooq Abdullah hit back at Union
minister of state Jitendra Singh’s 
remark that militancy in the 
region was fuelled by “vested inter-
ests” of political parties that had 
previously ruled India and the 
province. 

“Our neighbour [Pakistan] has
not accepted the accession of 
Jammu and Kashmir to India. Sec-
ondly, the the National Congress 
gave the biggest sacrifice. Our 
leaders and ministers were killed 
for holding the flag of India high. 
We have never denied that we are
part of this nation, and we will 
remain part of this nation. But do 
justice to us. Do not point fingers 
to people who have suffered for 
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secretary Vinay Kwatra.
Finer and Misri carried out

an intersessional review of the
iCET, which the White House
readout described as a “major
milestone in the US-India
partnership, which is increas-
ingly defined by strategic
security and technology coop-
eration”.

The readout added that
Finer’s consultations with the
other Indian officials were
in-depth discussions aimed at
strengthening coordination
and policy alignment across
the Indo-Pacific, including the
wider Indian Ocean region.

The two sides also discussed
West Asia, including the recent
attacks on commercial vessels
in the Red Sea and the impor-
tance of safeguarding freedom
of commercial navigation,
plans for a post-conflict Gaza
and a pathway toward a two-
state solution.

India has set up a high-level
inquiry committee to examine
the allegations of a conspiracy
to kill Pannun, a senior leader
of the outlawed SFJ who has
already been declared a terror-
ist by India. 

New Delhi has described the
indictment filed against Gupta
in a US federal court in Man-
hattan as a “matter of concern”
and said that follow-up action
will be taken on the findings of
the inquiry committee.
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this nation and continue to suffer 
for this nation,” said Abdullah. 

Union minister Jitendra Singh
said “whenever the EC announces
it (election in Jammu and Kash-
mir), we are ready”.

Information and broadcasting
minister Anurag Thakur told the 
Lok Sabha that Modi did what the
Congress couldn’t achieve and rec-
tified “shortcomings in Jawaharlal
Nehru’s policy”.

Ladakh’s BJP MP Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal countered the 
Opposition’s demand for immedi-
ate elections. “I went to South 
Kashmir, in areas that were hot-
beds of terrorism. Local people 
told me they are in no hurry for 
election and they want peace and 
security. Shooting of guns has 
been replaced by film shootings. 
Shops are now open till 11pm.” 

Hasnain Masoodi of the
National Conference questioned 
why the government was treating
the North-East and J&K differ-
ently. “I can’t travel to the North-
east without an inner line permit.
The Assam CM can’t buy land in 
Bodoland. Then, why allow people
to buy land in J&K? Why do you 
want to turn J&K into a lab? While
you are strengthening NE, you are
weakening J&K,” he said. 
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday sought data from
the Union government on
Bangladeshi immigrants who
availed citizenship of India
under Section 6A of the Consti-
tution Act in Assam, saying
there was no material before it
to indicate the number
between January 1966 and
March 1971 was so great that it
impacted the demographic and
cultural identity of the north-
eastern state.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by chief justice
of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud on Tuesday
started hearing a clutch of peti-
tions challenging the validity of
Section 6A, which was inserted
into the Citizenship Act of 1955
in 1985 as a special provision to
deal with the citizenship of
people covered under the
Assam Accord — a tripartite
agreement that All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU) signed
with the Assam government
and Rajiv Gandhi-led Union
government, to preserve and
protect the cultural, linguistic
and social identity of Assam.

“We must bear in mind that
if the Parliament were to
merely grant amnesty to a
group of illegal immigrants it
would have been a different sit-
uation. We must be careful that
we are looking at a period fro-
zen in time. What the amend-
ment does is that it freezes citi-
zenship at March 25, 1971. It
was clearly a one-time meas-
ure,” said the bench, also com-
prising justices Surya Kant,
MM Sundresh, JB Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra. 

The court was responding to
senior advocate Shyam Divan,
who appeared for one of the
petitioners, All Assam Ahom
Sabha, challenging Section 6A
as violative of Articles 14 (right
to equality), 21 (right to life)
and 29 (right to protection of
interests of minorities) of the
Constitution. Divan argued that
the introduction of Section 6A
led to proliferation of illegal
migrants in Assam, thus dis-

torting the ethnic, demo-
graphic, social, cultural and
economic profile of the state. 

The bench said, “We cannot
deny that Section 6A is deeply
connected with our history.
India had played a very vital
role in the liberation of Bangla-
desh...” 

The court was of the view
that India was as much a part
of the war as Bangladesh was.
“This was not just looked at by
Parliament as illegal migration
as it is interwoven in our his-
tory,” it said. 

To this, Divan argued that if
such was the case, Assam
should not have been singled
out and a uniform law should
have applied to all states bor-
dering the then East Pakistan.

Agreeing with Divan that the
problem raises a “significant”
issue, the bench said, “No
doubt there is infiltration… The
initial burden of proof is on you
to show that as regards quan-
tum of infiltration, Assam is
equally placed with other bor-
der states.” 

The court noticed that under
Section 6A, the certificate of
being a foreigner by a foreigner
tribunal was required for regis-
tration before July 16, 2013. The
bench asked solicitor general
Tushar Mehta to provide data
on registrations. It said, “How
many people took citizenship
using this provision. Practical
operation of Section 6A came
to a close on July 16, 2013. If
very few got it, then obviously
they are illegal migrants.” 

Mehta told the court that the
government is working on this
data and will be able to share it
with the bench in a day or two.
The hearing will resume on
Wednesday.

Share data of B’deshi 
migrants given Indian 
citizenship: SC to govt

Solicitor general told SC that 
the govt is working on it and 
will share the records in a day 
or two. HT ARCHIVE

Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission

Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC) has issued
followingRequest for Proposals (RFP) fromconsulting firms:

Place:Gandhinagar
Date: 05/12/2023

-Sd-
(Ranjeeth Kumar J., IAS)

Secretary,
Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission

Gandhinagar

6th Floor, GIFT ONE, Road 5C, Zone 5, GIFT City, Gandhinagar,
Gujarat-382355.

(O) 079 23602000, (F) 079 23602054/55
e-mail-gerc@gercin.org Website: www.gercin.org

For more details, please visit 'Latest News' at https://gercin.org/all-
news/.Last date of Bid Submission : 26.12.2023. For future
announcement, if any, in this regard, please keep referring to the above
website.

To provide assisance in the work of determination of methodology for
calculation of Banking Charges leviable from the Renewable Energy
Consumers of the State of Gujarat keeping in mind the overall
economic development and investment in the State.

NOTICE INVITING REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)
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